YASS HIGH SCHOOL

We value respect, responsibility, safety and learning.

Relieving Principal: Louise Pinson BA (Hons) Dip Ed Relieving Deputy Principal: Dawn Bartlett BSc, Dip Ed

Year 12 Farewelled in Style From the Princi|
Friday 18™ November was a big day for the Class of 2011. It
began early with a breakfast barbecue which was a chance to
catch up with classmates as well as say goodbye to teachers.

The most important event of the day, and for some the year, was
the Year 12 Formal which was held this year at the Memorial Hall.
Students and their partners gathered at the courthouse for photos
in the late afternoon sunshine and then began arriving at the hall.
The Comur Street pavement resembled a Hollywood gathering as
an appreciative crowd watched glamorous girls in brightly
coloured dresses and amazingly high heels emerge from cars,
accompanied by well groomed young men, suited up for the
occasion.

The hall was beautifully decorated with a starry night theme in
black, silver and gold and the young people must have felt like
stars as they walked in along the red carpet to their tables. The
hard work of the Formal Committee has certainly paid off.
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After a smorgasbord meal of roasts and salads, Mr Glenn Matthews, their Year
Adviser and MC for the night presented each of the students to the audience of
parents and guests. Rebecca McLean and Zack Solomons gave a speech recalling
fond memories of the school and Talliesin Ryder and Brendan Madden were
picked from the hat (or rather box), to cut the cake, made by Margaret Fish, on
behalf of their peers. Kira Minary-Bland and Craig Wilkinson gave a Vote of
Thanks, particularly to those who had made the night so special. Flowers were
presented to Sue Nielson and Cathy Wilkinson who put an enormous amount of
time and energy into ensuring the success of the night.

There were further photos in the foyer of the hall taken by Jenene Forlonge before
the students said goodbye to parents and headed off for more entertainment.

Year 11 students were busy all night serving soft drinks in long glasses with zany
decorations, clearing tables and serving cake. Behind the scenes, Sue was ably
assisted by Michele Winter and they kept things running smoothly. Year 11 parents
assisted with the enormous job of washing up.

There was general agreement that it had been a lovely night, a fitting celebration to
mark the end of 13 years of schooling for these fine young people who now move
out into the world beyond school, knowing they will always have the support of
their local community.

New Principal Sought

The Merit Selection process to choose a new Principal for Yass High School has
begun with the publication of an advertisement on the Department of Education
and Communi t ywingobs@®BTs iIMs Blarian Grant, School Education
Director, is overseeing the process and the staff and P&C have representatives on
the panel.

While | have enjoyed the challenge of being Relieving Principal for the last six
months, | will not be applying for the position but look forward to returning to the
Deputyds realm in 2012 and wel coming

day 1 next year.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Dawn Bartlett, who has done a
wonderful job as relieving Deputy Principal and to pass on my sincere thanks to all
staff, parents and community members who work so hard together to make Yass
High school the wonderful place it is. Best wishes for a happy festive season and
relaxing summer holiday.


http://www.jobs@det/

Staff Farewells

As this is the last InTouch for the year, | would like to take the opportunity to say
goodbye to two popular temporary teachers who have contributed a great deal to our
school over the last year or two.

Ms Charmaine Clancy has been teaching LOTE
for more than 12 months, sharing her love of
both French and Spanish with Year 7 students in
2010 and 2011. She has made learning a
second language lots of fun with games and
activities to reinforce new vocabulary. Ms Clancy
has been keen to integrate technology into her
classes wherever possible. She has also been
teaching Year 10 English where she readily
incorporates st udent s o sugge
program and also contributed to the transition
program, delivering creative writing lessons in

the primary schools. Ms Clancy will be moving interstate with her family. Mrs Margaret
Mironov will be teaching French in 2012.

Mr Keiren Brown joined us this year and
has appreciated addi
experi ence @metHe reluinsto r e
Sydney to teach next year. Mr Brown
taught in the science and maths faculties

and ensured that students learned new
concepts and skills in the most interesting

way. When | visited his class recently,
students were recording statistics about a

card game to learn about probability.

Students and staff will miss Ms Clancy and Mr Brown and wish them all the best in
their teaching careers.

Multi Categorical Class Expands

We have been advised that our application for a second Multi Categorical class for
students with specific learning needs was approved for 2012. This means that Year 6
students who have been learning in an MC class at Berinba will be able to continue in
an educational environment which best meets their needs.

Approval of the class includes extra staffing and an additional room.

Our current MC staff are delighted that the submission has been successful and look
forward to welcoming new students and staff next year.
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HSC Expectations Explained From the Pri i pa

On Tuesday 15" November a
celebration assembly was held for
Year 11 students. Students received
their final Preliminary report and
other awards acknowledging special
effort or achievement.

Before the assembly an information
session was held for parents and
carers in the school library to ensure
that they were familiar with HSC
expectations from the Board of
Studies and with school practices around assessment and learning in the final year of
high school education. The session was repeated in the evening.

| began by stressing the key values of fairness, honesty and equity which underpin
both the Board of Studies (BOS) and school processes. Students, parents and carers
must speak up at any time if they feel these key values are not being followed.

School s ar e responsi bl e for deter mi ni
(reported to students as a rank) which
will complete 3 to 5 tasks in each of their courses and the school follows syllabus
requirements and BOS best practice in organising assessment schedules and
distributing tasks as well as marking and returning them. The schedule for tasks are
contained in the green Assessment Booklet issued to students earlier this term.

Key messages for parents and carers include notifying the school by 9am if your
student i's unable to attend school on
certificate should be sought if the absence is due to illness. If your student receives a
zero notification or a mark they believe is unfair, there is an opportunity to appeal to
the assessment panel to explain any extenuating circumstances.

Lack of commitment and application in class and/or failure to submit class activities or
assessment tasks will lead to students being given N warnings and putting their HSC
in jeopardy.

Parents can help their sons and daughters avoid this by encouraging organisation
(through a homework diary or calendar), good attendance and a steady pattern of
school work and study. Young people often require help in achieving a balanced life
where school, paid work, sport and socialising are all given their due attention.

Helpful websites:

www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au is a terrific resource for HSC students and their
families. http://studentsonline.bos.nsw.edu.au/ and http://hsc.csu.edu.au/ will provide
ongoing support to students.
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Pink Day Thank You Speech

As you probably remember we held the
Pink Day recently. Firstly we would like to
thank everyone who donated money and
to everyone who had a cupcake.
Teachers and staff thank you for
supporting our big breakfast. We hope
you all enjoyed it. We know he is not
here today but we would like to give a
huge thank you to lan McGrath who
donated all the eggs and we are sure
Kathleen will pass on the message to
him. Big thank you to Alice Crosbie and
Brendan Balderston for coming early to
help the community studies class with the Big Breakfast. Also a big thank you to
Lucy Pack who made some amazing cupcakes to sell on the day.

As you know we had a big breakfast for the teachers and a mufti day for students.
Just out of those two fundraisers we raised $963. We also had two boxes full of
merchandise which were sold before the breakfast was even over. Out of that
$210.00 was raised. As for the awesome cupcakes, we raised $159.65. The total
amount of money raised was $1332.65. All of this money has been sent away to
help find a cure for people diagnosed with cancer.




Student Volunteering Program

Yass Hi gh School has been a participe
Volunteering Awards program for the past 12 months. This program encourages
students to undertake a minimum of 20 hours of volunteering. It is open to any
students enrolled in Years 9 and 10. In appreciation of this contribution to the
community, students receive certificates from the NSW Premier, of either bronze,
silver, gold, diamond or black opal respectively for completing 20, 40, 60, 80 and

150 hours of volunteering.

The teaching of volunteering and service to the community encompasses the core
school values of Yass High with our students being involved in both extra curricular
and in-school activities. Volunteering within our school allows students to
demonstrate their understanding of these core values and experience the deeper
learning that comes from genuine reflection and analysis of the impact of their
altruistic actions. Once the students become involved in the program they gain a
great deal of enjoyment out of helping others within their community.

Since the inception of the program at our school the student interest level in
volunteering has increased a great deal and we look forward to that trend
continuing with the next group of Year 9 students.

100 2011 No. of Students
" Scholastic Enrolled Volunteering
Year
2 9 88 25
10 78 4
Number of Students
Volumeering o
& — 2010 No. of Students
N .
Scholastic Enrolled Volunteering
L e
= 2009 2010 2011 9 80 11




Year 8 Girls Shine at YHS

The shine program is a personal

-

development program aimed at Year 8 X, ;"':_-;’7\"!?"'
N A= N,

girls in an attempt to build confidence,
self-esteem and self-worth.

Mrs Chaplin is the Shine co-ordinator
who works with Helena Painting
(school Chaplain) and members of the
community. Shine is a 10 week
program which takes place during sport
afternoons. The program is committed
to seeing girls connected to positive
pathways in their lives and realising their true value and potential.

It focuses on the three main areas of worth,
strength and purpose.

The sessions include- skin care, healthy
eating and nutrition, fitness, stress
management, conflict resolution, building
resilience and etiquette.

We would like to thank the generous
contributions of the following members of
the Yass community:-

Liz Gailer, Genieve Blackwell, Mandy Reed,
Narelle Blinman, Bimbi Turner, Gus, and
Mill erdéds Phar macy.

Shine GirlsdQuotes:

AShine has hel pe
issues and pressures faced by
teenagers. We had so much fun
at Mandyo6s Gy iin
Jenaya

Al ot hel p s-estegm tahd
how to controli
Emma

Al tds very helpf
to talk about difficult issues oOi
Susan

AEveryone S f
supportive and you can say
anything withodt
Talia

~

A have developed skills to help

myself and my friends-Sgvatna stressful situat
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Brainstorm Productions
present

-0 CYBERI AOG
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%f’ Ve On Friday 11™ November 2011, Year 8
and 9 students had the opportunity to
observe a presentation by  Brainstorm
e Productions, Cyberia.

Brainstorm Productions have won the NSW Performing Arts Frater Award for ten
consecutive years. The show was an action packed play with an important
message for students.

Cyberia was a confronting play about cyber behaviour:

e how easily students can google byteisized chunks of information and
memorize it on their hard drive

e how it can create stress, mistakes, misunderstandings, misinformation and
isolation

e how students can begin to lose themselves in a sensory laden environment
that s devoid of empathy and human

It had cleverly crafted narrative encouraging students to examine these questions
AND their own behaviour.
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Police Liaison Visit

There will be a special P&C meeting on Monday night December 5 to introduce the

di strictds new School Police Liaison Of
will address parents and carers on cyber safety. All parents and carers, including
those of students who will join us in Year 7 2012, are encouraged to attend the
information session in the school library, starting at 7pm.

Koori Awareness

On 21% October, a
small group of Year 9
Koori and non-Koori
boys met with
Roderick Slockee our
local Aboriginal
Education Officer.
Roderick took the boys
through a
engaging lesson about
some of the fascinating
aspects of Koori
culture. We learnt
about the rotational
grazing practices of
the surrounding Koori
Nations and  how
controlled slow burning
fires were used, as well as the different methods to determine if the conditions were
right or not to allow a fire to break its containment.

Roderick explained how the responsibilities for the important tools such as the Mogo
(stone axe) and the fire sticks were gi Ve
the consequences for not carrying out your responsibility.

At the same time there were people from TAFE to speak with about school based
apprenticeships and alternative education pathways to fulltime school.

By the end of the lessons the boys were throwing boomerangs like naturals
regardless of being Koori students or not.

In fact the session went so well that Roderick and Karen Coe another Aboriginal
Education Officer will be returning on Friday 25th November to provide another lesson
to more of our students.



What 6s Happening I n Textiles

Students in 8 Orange TM Textiles class this term have taken this and turned it into
these wonderful creations. After lots of thorough experimentation, students
changed the colour of their t-shirts and then cut off necklines, shortened sleeves,
shortened the length, cut them up the middle, stencilled designs onto them and
stitched embellishments
on. | think we might have
some budding designers
in our midst.

Lara Mitchell & Lucy Bucknell
learning to tie dye
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Yass High Student Films Feature athe Yassdn The Bin Film Festivalo

Last week 10 people from our school participated in the
In The Bin workshop. This was a very interesting and
fun experience where we got to learn the basic
technical skills to further our film making abilities.

The first day we learnt the technical side of making
movies; this was where we were shown about angles,
techniques and different shooting styles. We got into
our groups and planned out exactly what we were going

to do. Our topic was o6Your f
We  were
split  into

two groups
of five, whi ch endeée
and year 1006s. Bot

different films and we obviously had
different opinions on our favourite
things about Yass.

The second day was full of filming and
was a long but fun day. We put all the
new skills we had learnt into action.
We found it very challenging but
extreme fun.

The third day we edited our
movie. It was quite difficult
because we had to concentrate
for ages and we had to get it
done to a certain length, but
with the help of Emma and
Trent (the workshop co-
ordinators) we eventually got
there. One important thing we
learnt in this part of the process
was that music takes up 60% of
the movie, so that helped with
our choices.
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Both movies were shown on Saturday night at the Yass In The Bin Short Film
Festival. This was a great family affair and not even a short but intense downpour
of rain could put a dampener on the excitement we felt as our movies were
projected over the big screen for all to see. Both groups got a very good response
from the town and everyone enjoyed it a lot.

We would like to take this opportunity
to thank Emma and Trent and the In
The Bin Educational Program for
guiding us through the film making
process and the Yass Valley Council
for organising the whole event.

If we had to give one word to sum up
the whole experience it would be:
FUN!

By Siobhan and Baith

Circus Warehouse

Earlier this term some students

from our school and Berinba

Primary School were lucky

enough to watch a performance

conducted by Circus

Warehouse. This group is based

in Canberra and were at Yass High

as part of their regional tour to promote
circus skills to young people. It was a particularly
special show as it featured one of our own
students, Dimitri Yialeloglou who was keen to
share his skills with the audience.
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