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Welcome back to 2012  From the Principalôs Blog 

While most of us were still enjoying a holiday, work continued at 
the school. I am pleased to update the school community on the 
latest developments. 

The canteen rebuild is completed. The new work looks great: 
white walls, light grey mini orb ceilings and four strategically 
placed skylights bring light into the canteen. Stainless steel 
benches have been installed and the kitchen area looks well set 
out. We are delighted that the work was completed for students to 
use the canteen when they returned this week. 

Now that the canteen is operational, the portable buildings can be 
removed from the site and work will begin on beautifying the front 
of the school. 

Yass Valley Council has also putting the finishing touches on 
roadwork at the front of the school. The roads have been 
bitumened and signs have been erected. Bollards have been 
placed along the roadway to define the pathway for cyclists and 
pedestrians as you enter the school grounds. Parents and carers 
are reminded not to park on the right hand side of the entry road. 

The adjoining oval is looking good too although another seeding 
of grass will be occurring soon and then this needs to be well 
established before the oval can be open to use. Further bollards 
will be erected to ensure that the oval edge is well defined and 
secure.  

We look forward to the removal of the security fencing and the 
official opening of the John Allen Oval later in the term. 

https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/blog/327368-principalsblog/
https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/blog/327368-principalsblog/
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Australia Day Awards 
 

At the Australia Day Breakfast at Coronation Park two Yass High students were 
acknowledged for their contribution to their school and community. 

Nathan Furry who completed Year 12 last year received 
a Young Citizen Award for his many contributions to the 
SRC, his organisation of school events such as the 
David Jenson Photography Competition, for representing 
the electorate at the Youth Parliament and for his 
involvement in community radio and Yass Repertory. 
Nathan was an energetic contributor to the evaluation of 
our anti-bullying policy last 
year. He took very 
seriously his 
responsibilities as the Vice 
Captain of the school. I 
know Nathan will continue 
to be involved with his 
local community. 

 Nicholas Whiting who 
completed Year 9 last year 
also received a Young 

Citizen Award. Nick is a tireless contributor to the 
Brekky Club, as cook, organiser, motivator and 
cleaner. He is not afraid to get his hands dirty for a 
good cause and nothing is too much trouble for him. 
He was an important part of the backstage crew 
which ensured the success of the Talent Quest last 
year and he is assisting with weekly assemblies. 
Nick is one of our quiet achievers with a strong 
sense of commitment to his school community.   

 

Without thought of reward he is 
willing to give generously of his 
time and talents and he 
encourages others to join him. 

 
Yass High School is very lucky 
to have students of the calibre 
of Nathan and Nick. They are a 
credit to their families and an 
asset to their school. 
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Ms Gregory 

Mr Frost 

Ms Edgar 

New Staff for 2012 
 

I would like to introduce the new staff who will be working with us this year. 

Mr Ian Frost will be Relieving Deputy Principal 
during Term 1. Mr Frost has been Deputy Principal 
at Cootamundra High School and, most recently, 
has been working in district office in the areas of 
student welfare and student services. He is pleased 
to be back in a school and is looking forward to 
meeting our staff, 
students and parents. 

Other new classroom 
teachers are: Ms 
Gregory (maths and 

science), Mr Fell (music), Ms Tatam (English), and 
Mr Wallace (science). Ms Edgar will also be joining 
us to work with the MC class to start the year. We 

welcome a new Learning Support Officer in our 
Multicategorical class - Ms White and welcome back Bob Buffington. Kerry Foran 
joins our friendly front office staff. We hope that all our new staff enjoy being part of 
the Yass High School community. 

I will remain as Relieving Principal during first term while the process of appointing 
a new principal continues. 
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Welcome to the Year 7  

Year 7s are settling in well at Yass High School. Here are a few comments about 
their first week: 

„It‟s much bigger than my old school. There are more kids in my class. I like having 
a canteen.‟ (Brittany) 

„I liked watching an experiment in science. I thought I might get lost but it‟s easy to 
find my way around because we came up last year.‟ (Claudia) 

„I‟ve made friends from other schools‟. (Jacob) 

„There‟s more classes here. Ag is fun and we‟re getting stuck into maths. The 
carnival was fun, even though it rained. I‟m allowed to have my phone at school 
but it has to be off and away. I hope I get a computer in Year 9.‟ (Steven) 

„I had already met some teachers when we came up last year. I like all my 
subjects. I can say, „Le m‟appelle Kelcey.‟ (Kelcey) 

„It‟s different. I have learnt how to be safe in science.‟ (Ashley) 

„Everything is big – big rooms, big rooms, big kids.‟Maddie 

Friendly Reminders 
 

Mobile phones and Ipods? OFF AND AWAY 
 
Aerosol cans? LEAVE THEM AT HOME 
 
Hats? OFF IN THE CLASSROOM 
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First Days     From the Principalôs Blog 

On Tuesday 31st January, all students were back at school. The school hall was 
filled to overflowing. A number of students and all staff stood around the hall during 
proceedings. 

One of the messages to students was a reminder that even though there are many 
aspects of school where they must follow rules, regulations and other people's 
decisions, they are all free to choose their attitude. There was a slide show of 
examples of students from our school who have chosen positive attitudes - from 
those who get involved in sporting events, those who are keen to help others in the 
community and many who face challenges but don't give up.  

A photo taken at last year's school 
weightlifting competition showed the 
importance of preparing mentally to 
complete tough tasks successfully. All 
students are encouraged to choose a 
positive attitude and enjoy the rewards 
that it brings. 

Congratulations to those students who 
have accepted leadership roles within 
their houses in time for the swimming 
carnival.  

  

HOVELL GIRLS BOYS 
Captain Ally Beck Sam Lindley 
Vice-Captain Lisa Holgate Daniel Garland 
Reserve Kelsey Seers Allex Goode 

   HUME GIRLS BOYS 
Captain Tegan Morris Benjamin Wylie 
Vice-Captain Eliza Hill Dylan Atkinson 
Reserve Kirsty Hansen Greg Holloway 

   OXLEY GIRLS BOYS 
Captain Lily Clausius Scott McPherson 
Vice-Captain Sarah Parker Brent Hickey 
Reserve Nam Collins James Bull 

   STURT GIRLS BOYS 
Captain Laura Rhodes Brandan Bush 
Vice-Captain Tara-Lee Freeman Nathan Cook 
Reserve Annah Witt Angus Bennett-Burleigh 

https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/blog/327368-principalsblog/
https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/blog/327368-principalsblog/
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On Wednesday March 21, 
Yass High School is offering 
a wonderful opportunity to all 
students to learn to create 
their own video games.  
 
By the time students arrive 
home after the event, they will 

be able to create their own commercial grade 3D World with hills, ocean, sky and 
trees which blow in the wind. They will also learn how to import vehicles to make a 
fun driving game, write simple artificial intelligence code, character animation code 
as well as learn the 12 most 
important coding concepts 
needed to create games for 
all major platforms, mobile 
devices and games 
consoles. 
 
All students would benefit 
enormously from this 
experience. Every Student 
Receives Links To The Free 
Commercial Grade 
Development Software, 
Access To A Library Of 
Game Development Resources And Video Tutorials To Use At Home Valued At 
Over $3500 - these resources include vehicle packs, 3D models, scripts, terrain 
tools, an amazing weather simulator and a fully scripted 10 level physics game. 
 
The session will be run by the team from GameTraining and there will be teacher 

supervision at all times. If you 
have any questions regarding 
the event, please see Mr. Saville 
or Mr. Biddle. 
 
The cost of the event will be $45 
per student, and details will be 
sent home with permission slips 
in the coming weeks. It will take 
place in the Yass High School 
Hall on Wednesday, March 21, 
2012.  
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Year 8 Girls Shine at YHS 
 

The shine program is a personal development program aimed at Year 8 girls in an 
attempt to build confidence, self-esteem and self-worth. 
 
Mrs Chaplin is the Shine co-ordinator who works with Helena Painting (school 
Chaplain) and members of the community. Shine is a 10 week program which 
takes place during sport afternoons. The program is committed to seeing girls 
connected to positive pathways in their lives and realising their true value and 
potential.   
 
It focuses on the three main areas of worth, strength and purpose. 
 
The sessions include- skin care, healthy eating and nutrition, fitness, stress 
management, conflict resolution, building resilience and etiquette.  
 
We would like to thank the generous contributions of the following members of the 
Yass community:-  Liz Gailer, Genieve Blackwell, Mandy Reed, Narelle Blinman, 
Bimbi Turner, Gus, and Miller‟s Pharmacy. 
 
Shine Girls‟ First Day: 
Every Tuesday the Year 8 girls go to the Shine girl program where we build up our 
confidence. There was Caitlyn Douven, Logan Davis, Tayla Chapman , Jaimee 
Grame , Mia Johnson, Julia Bucknell, Catherine Barberis, Lauren Harris, Maddie 
Davis, Ellannah Finch, Jamie-Lee Grant ,Courtney Bell , Aleisha Crawford and 
Bianca Arkley-Johnson where we get to meet people from the community. 
 
The first thing we did 
was decorated our 
own name tags that 
we have to wear when 
we do shine girls. After 
that we got into 
partners and made a 
piece of clothing and 
went and showed Ms 
Pinson then got a 
photo of us all 
together. We‟re all 
excited about next 
Tuesday. 
  
by Jaimee Grame and 
Tayla Chapman 
  



8 

 

 

 

Digital Education Revolution Laptops for Year Nine Students 

The 2012 DER-NSW Learning Device project 
has begun in earnest with an additional 
63,000 laptops expected to be delivered to 
schools across the state at the start of the 
2012 school year. 

This will be the fourth consecutive rollout 
under the Commonwealth Government‟s 
DER program, bringing the total DER-NSW 
fleet to 250,000 learning devices and 
completing the 1:1 ratio for all DEC students 
currently in years 9 to 12. 

DER-NSW project manager, Sally Webster, said the team has again worked 
closely with a wide range of stakeholders to identify a learning device with 
curriculum appropriate software that will meet the learning needs of DEC students. 

“Along with ITD teams, others consulted on the selection included DER 
professional learning officers, principals, teachers, students, Regional Managers, 
Technology Support Officers and Regional TSOs and staff from the Curriculum 
and Learning Innovation Centre,” Sally said. 

“The broad range of feedback we got from these diverse stakeholders helped us to 
assess the devices put forward by the contracted suppliers, to identify the best 
piece of hardware to meet our requirements.” 

Sally said the laptop selected, a new Lenovo Thinkpad X130e 'Journey', will have a 
distinct metallic silver finish to identify it as the 2012 DER-NSW device, again a 
colour unique to DEC and unavailable for purchase elsewhere.  

 It retains the larger 11.6” high resolution screen that was introduced with the 2011 
device and offers a range of enhancements, including: 

Á a new ruggedised body suited to the education environment  
Á recessed ports (inc. HDMI) for better protection  
Á stronger glass to decrease screen breakages  
Á latest generation of Intel Celeron processor  
Á improved battery life based on Huron River technology, and  
Á larger RAM 
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In addition to these hardware improvements, the 2012 laptop will retain the stable 
Windows 7 32-bit Operating System, together with an extended range of software 
that will include: 

Á Microsoft Office 2010 suite  
Á Adobe CS5.5 suite (Web 

Premium)  
Á Adobe Acrobat Professional X  
Á Adobe Livecycle Designer  
Á Adobe Digital Editions  
Á Microsoft Game lab: Kodu  
Á Microsoft Ribbon Hero   
Á Geogebra  
Á Dia  
Á Freemind  
Á Audacity  
Á Tux Guitar  
Á Finale Notepad  
Á Debut Recorder  
Á Celtx  
Á Student Response Network  

Á Scratch  
Á Serrata Data Logger (Easy 

Sense)  
Á Windows Live Essentials  
Á Windows Auto Collage  
Á Microsoft Photo Story  
Á Windows Movie Maker  
Á QuickMark QR and Bar Code  
Á Wacom Tablet Drivers  
Á Cyber Safety Help Button and  
Á Google Sketch-Up  
Á Internet Explorer 9  
Á Colour Contrast Analyser Tool  
Á iTunes Version 10  
Á SMART Drivers  
Á Panaboard Drivers  
Á HP Printer Drivers   

 

The federal government has committed to providing further funding for DER post 
2012 and planning has started on the 2013 rollout.  

In addition, the NSW Secondary Principals‟ Council, working with the DER 
Program Control Group, Regional ICT and ITD, has agreed to the extension of 
DER-NSW program positions at regional and school level, considered essential to 
the continued success of the program.  These temporary positions will now 
continue beyond 30 June 2012 to 31 December 2013. 

Yass High School‟s parent information evening will be held Tuesday Feb 7 in the 
school library at 6pm. Please see the flier for further details. Students who have 
read and signed, with their parents, the Laptop User Charter and returned them to 
Sam, will begin receiving their laptops and training during the following week. 

Wanted – Exercise Equipment 
 

Bikes & Treadmills 
Anyone who would like to donate an exercise bike or treadmill in good working 
order to our school gym please contact the school. 

 

  

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/products/whats-new-in-office-2010-FX102459418.aspx
http://www.adobe.com/products/creativesuite/web.html
http://www.adobe.com/products/creativesuite/web.html
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobatpro.html
http://www.adobe.com/products/livecycle/designer/
http://www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions/
http://fuse.microsoft.com/page/kodu.aspx
http://www.officelabs.com/projects/ribbonhero/Pages/Default1.aspx
http://lrrpublic.cli.det.nsw.edu.au/lrrSecure/Sites/LRRView/9221/index.htm?Signature=(6b45e58c-2dc5-40df-9fab-ad6b7203074d)
http://projects.gnome.org/dia/
http://freemind.sourceforge.net/wiki/index.php/Main_Page
http://lrrpublic.cli.det.nsw.edu.au/lrrSecure/Sites/LRRView/9226/index.htm?Signature=(89527372-f699-4269-8763-7d0fdf5ddc2a)
http://tuxguitar.herac.com.ar/
http://www.finalemusic.com/default.aspx
http://www.nchsoftware.com/capture/index.html
http://celtx.com/
http://studentresponsenetwork.com/
http://scratch.mit.edu/
http://www.serrata.com.au/Serrata%20Dataloggers.htm
http://www.serrata.com.au/Serrata%20Dataloggers.htm
http://explore.live.com/windows-live-essentials
http://research.microsoft.com/en-us/um/cambridge/projects/autocollage/
http://explore.live.com/windows-live-photo-gallery
http://explore.live.com/windows-live-movie-maker
http://www.quickmark.com.tw/en/basic/downloadPC.asp
http://www.wacom.asia/au
http://www.cybersafety.dbcde.gov.au/helpandadvice/
http://lrrpublic.cli.det.nsw.edu.au/lrrSecure/Sites/LRRView/11879/index.htm?Signature=(73fb5391-ca6d-4fd6-bb91-fe933fe0c8ae)
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Missing Homework?    
 

Do you have any homework?   Find out the answer for Maths. 
When: 6:30 to 8.00pm Monday 20 February 2012 

Where: Library, Yass HS 

Who: parents of students in Years 7, 8, 

9 & 10 

What:  A session to discuss homework 

for Maths in the junior years, including 

how to use Maths Online and the 

implications for your students.  We will 

also discuss Maths support available for 

students and how to help your student 

with Maths – even when you can‟t do 

the maths involved. 

 

Maths Club 
 

All students are welcome to come to Maths Club.  It is held in Room 10 every 

Thursday after school for an hour and every Monday at lunchtime.  In 2011, the 

students built and investigated the mathematics of bridges, looked at the maths of 

sailing and other leisure pursuits and went to camp to use this information.  The 

students follow their interests in mathematics.  The students in Maths Club include 

students who find maths challenging as well as students who like to be extended in 

maths.  No costs to attend and students can come to as many sessions as they 

want.  Extra activities such as field trips will have expenses. 
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Swimming Carnival Snaps 
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YASS FOOTBALL CLUB Inc 
 
  
Player Registration 

With the approach of the 2012 season, it is time for new and 
continuing players to register with the Club for the Winter 
Competition. 

Information Times 

Friday 10th & 17th February 2012 

5:30-7:30pm 

Saturday 25th February 2012 

9:00am – 12 Noon 

Walker Park, Yass 

Registrations are to be completed online at 
myfootballclub.com.au.  For details on how to register 
please see the Registration Tab on www.Yassfc.com.au. 
Fees are to be paid by cash or cheques at the club on the 
information day please bring your Myfootball Club invoice. 
Cheques made payable to Yass Football Club Inc. 
 

http://www.yassfc.com.au/
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THE GLOBAL EXPERIENCE ï LIVE IT AT HOME 
HOST FAMILY OPPORTUNITIES IN 2012 

In June-July 2012 we will be receiving exchange students from Europe, the USA and 
Latin America. Our new arrivals will live with a host family and attend a local school for 2-
10 months. As we plan for their arrival, we are keen to hear from suitable families who 
might be interested to host a student.  

Host families come in all shapes and sizes, backgrounds and ages. To this end, we 
would again be grateful if you would place a notice in your newsletter/bulletin or mention 
it on your website. 

All students have at least basic levels of English, would attend a school in your local area 
and live the life of a local. Our group of students cover a wide variety of interests and 
hobbies. If you would like to provide your students, parents or language teachers with 
further information on our inbound students you can also download some student profiles 
in PDF Format. This is just a small sample of all the students who will be arriving. Our 
staff members will be happy to discuss which student might be best suited to a family.    

Hosting an exchange student can be a truly rewarding experience. It allows a family to 
experience a foreign culture first hand, be exposed to a new language and pass on a bit 
of our own culture. They might even make a friend for life! 

"Being the youngest and the only one left at home I was looking forward to having 
another teenager in the house. While Charlotte helps me with my French I help her 
with her English lessons and I have taught her many Aussie words and sayings. We 
both love to shop and shop and shop..." Grace, Host Sister 

"Hosting Kirstine has brought our family closer together. Weôre doing things we used 
to do when our kids were little, like boiling the billy, having a BBQ and baking apples 
up the paddock. Sheôs helped us remember how to have fun when weôre working 
and take time out for adventures.ò Sharon, Host Mum  

ñItôs been a fantastic experience so far...Itôs been great having an older brother for 
our young kids. Simon has been a fantastic role model...Simon helps around the 
house a lot. One of the first things he said to us during the first couple of days he 
was here was what should my chores be? I was delighted to hear him say 
that.ò    Victoria, Host Mum 

Student Exchange Australia New Zealand is a not-for-profit secondary exchange 
organisation which is registered with education & regulatory authorities in each State and 
Territory. You can find out more about our organisation by visiting 
www.studentexchange.org.au.   

If you have any questions about hosting an exchange student or would like to view 
profiles of students arriving from other countries, you can call our office on 1300 135 331. 
No obligation. 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=8db63c2d53264de6b4c4d3189609f3ad&URL=http%3a%2f%2fmanage.sendandreceive.com.au%2fch%2f8216%2f2dw054j%2f1470383%2f9f31532b8.pdf
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=8db63c2d53264de6b4c4d3189609f3ad&URL=http%3a%2f%2fmanage.sendandreceive.com.au%2fch%2f8216%2f2dw054j%2f103806%2f9f31515mn8.html
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Health Information Sessions  
 

 
The Community Health Centre workers presenting are:  

¶ Julie Perrin, Drug & Alcohol Clinician (6220 2148)  

¶ Liz Liversidge, Womenõs Health Nurse (6220 2119)  

¶ Erica Stephens, Dietitian (6220 2115)  

¶ Jenni Hudson, Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service (6220 2104)  

 

Session topics for Term 1, 2012  
Date  Topic Presenter  
31 January  Personal development 101 for mums with girls 

entering Yr 6 & 7  

Liz  

7 February  What drug is that? Information on drug types and 

actions  

Julie  

14 February  The 4 things children need to be emotionally OK  Jenni  

21 February  Weight Management in Children - what does my 

child really need?  

Erica  

28 February  What's normal & what's not - when to seek advice 

about Gynaecological issues 

Liz 

6 March  Alcohol  - the facts  Julie  

13 March  ADHD & Oppositional Defiant Disorder (ODD): 

What are they and what can you do?  

Jenni  

20 March  Weight Management in Adults - what do I really 

need?  

Erica  

27 March  How to tackle bed wetting issues for parents  Liz 

3 April  Talking to kids about drugs  Julie  

 

There is no need to book . Please be aware that we aim to start on time.  

For more information: Contact Yass Community Health Centre on 6220 2111, or a worker 

above. 

During 2012, health information sessions will 

be held at the Yass Community Health Centre.  

 

They are FREE and all are WELCOME . 

 

They will be held every Tuesday   

(during Term time), 12 to 1pm . 
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Coming Events 

 

DATE EVENT 

Mon 6th Feb P & C Meeting 7.30pm 

Tues 7th Feb Uni of Wollongong Discovery Day  

Tues 7th Feb Year 9 Parent Laptop Information Evening 6pm Library 

Fri 17th Feb Zone Swimming Carnival - Queanbeyan 

Mon 20th Feb Maths Parent Information Evening 6.30 – 8.00pm 

Fri 24th Feb Concert Band Performance - Canberra Show 

Thurs 1st March Girls Soccer - Crookwell 

Fri 2nd March Zone Golf 

Mon 5th March Proposed „Meet the Teachers‟ BBQ for new parents 

Mon 5th March P&C meeting 7.30pm 

Wed 21st March Game Training Roadshow Expo 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Click on the school website for the online calendar 

Remember Assessment tasks are also available on school website 
calendars 

http://web1.yass-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/calendar/webcal.cgi?function=webterm&cal=Sentral+Dashboard
https://portal.det.nsw.edu.au/portal/page/portal/MYPORTAL_GROUP/MY_PORTAL_TAB
https://portal.det.nsw.edu.au/portal/page/portal/MYPORTAL_GROUP/MY_PORTAL_TAB
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